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SELF-DEFENSE    &    TEENAGERS 

Fighting  Back! 


By  Kelly  Aigins,  ECS 

The  Montreal  Police  Sex 
Crimes  Unit  has  issued  a  warning 
to  all  women  and  girls  in  the 
downtown  area.  Why?  A  series 
of  assaults  has  taken  place.  These 
assaults  were  made  by  a  young, 
white  male,  approximately  6  feet 
tall,  with  brown  eyes  and  brown 
hair.  The  assaults  follow  a  similar 
pattern:  the  assailant  lurks  in 
downtown  apartment  buildings 
after  having  gained  entry  by  false 
pretences.  He  waits  for  young 
women  and  girls  alone  in  eleva- 
tors or  laundry  rooms,  then  quickly 
grabs  them  from  behind,  and  fon- 
dles them  before  running  away. 
All  the  attacks  have  occurred  with- 
in the  past  few  months. 

I  am  sure  that  many  stu- 
dents here  at  ECS  live  in  apart- 
ment buildings  and  ride  in  eleva- 
tors alone.  What  would  you  do  if 
you  were  this  man's  next  victim? 
Inspector  Moore  of  the  Sex  Crimes 
Unit  warns  that  fighting  back 
would  only  provoke  this  attacker 
and  many  like  him  to  do  further 
harm.  And  if  the  decision  to  fight 
back  is  made  during  the  first  sec- 
onds of  the  attack,  are  we  really 
prepared  to  fight  a  young,  fit  man 
in  his  prime? 

Then  there  was  the  story  a 
couple  of  years  ago  about  a  sixteen 


year  old  girl  who  was  attacked  and 
assaulted  while  fumbling  with  the 
key  to  her  own  front  door.  She 
was  returning  from  school,  and 
noticed  a  man  following  her  up  her 

"We  need  more 
information  and 
advice  than  'never 
be  alone'  or  'go  for 
his  groin.' 

front  walk.  The  man  pinned  her 
against  the  door  with  one  hand, 
and  stuck  the  other  hand  up  under 
her  skirt.  This  girl  was  successful 
in  fighting  this  man  off  thanks  to 
her  large  school  bag  which  pre- 
vented the  assailant  from  pinning 
her  properly  to  the  door  with  only 
one  hand. 

So  many  students  walk 
home  every  day.  En-route,  how 
many  use  the  public  stairway 
located  only  a  block  from  our 
school  on  Mount  Pleasant?  A  few 
years  ago  two  girls  were  doing  just 
that  when  a  young  man  exposed 
himself  to  them  after  stopping 
them  to  ask  the  time. 

What  are  we  doing  to  pro- 
tect ourselves?  Taking  self- 
defense  programs,  karate,  judo  and 


other  similar  courses  are  an  effec- 
tive way,  but  are  they  enough? 
Besides,  many  people  don't  have 
the  time  or  opportunity  to  take 
such  courses.  And  how  can  we 
avoid  these  kinds  of  situations  in 
the  first  place? 

Last  year,  our  school  set  up 
a  self-defense  program  on  a  peda- 
gogical day.  Many  students 
attended,  but  was  that  one  day 
enough  to  prepare  ourselves  ade- 
quately? I  believe  that  ECS 
should  have  a  self-defense/assault 
prevention  course  offered  as  an 
extracurricular  activity,  open  to 
the  entire  school.  Why?  Because 
we  need  more  information  and 
advice  than  "never  be  alone"  or 
"go  for  his  groin". 

When  I  first  came  to  ECS, 
I  was  quite  surprised  that  such  a 
program  did  not  exist,  as  ECS  is 
an  all  girls'  school,  with  the  major- 
ity of  its  students  in  the  target 
range  for  such  attacks.  The  school 
should  be  preparing  its  students  for 
this  kind  of  attack,  especially  since 
many  assailants  lurk  around  girls' 
schools.  Many  schools  offer  these 
programs,  so  why  doesn't  ECS?  I 
hope  that  by  this  time  next  year, 
such  a  program  will  exist  at  ECS, 
and  because  of  it,  I  will  feel  safer 
walking  home  in  the  afternoon. 
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The  Olympic  Roundup 


"Let's  get  to  the  point  and  roll  another  joint" 

-Tom  Petty 

It's  over.  It's  finally  over.  The  Olympics  are 

over.  For  two  weeks,  most  of  us  followed  the  progress 

of  our  athletes  as  they  skied,  skated,  and  smoked  their 

way  to  medals.  But  just 

because  the  Olympics 

have  ended  does  not 

mean  that  it's  the  end  of 

the  world.  The  sky  is 

still  blue.  The  sun  will 

rise  tomorrow.  And 

Shannon  Miller,  coach 

of  the  women's  hockey 

team,  is  still  one  of  the 
^cariest  women  I  have 
•Iver  seen.  I'm  serious 

when  I  say  that  Coaches 

NicoU  and  Maurovich 

have  nothing  on  this 

woman.  I  would  rather 

receive  one  of  Mr. 

Nicoll's  patented  "You 

are  going  to  wish  that 

you  were  never  bom  looks,"  (The  Americans  are 

developing  a  way  they  can  use  Mr.  Nicoll's  stare, 

proven  to  kill  large  mammals  at  thirty  paces,  to 

destroy  asteroids  in  danger  of  colliding  with  earth.)  or 

one  of  Mr.  Maurovich's  abusive  tirades  rather  than 

just  catch  an  errant  glance  of  the  short-haired 

Medusa.  What  makes  matters  worse  is  that  she  seems 

extremely  tight-wound  and  irritable.  She  should 

swing  by  Ross  Regabliati  place  for  some  "relaxation" 

therapy. 

As  I  watched  the  Olympics,  I  noticed  that 

many  events  have  strinking  similarities  to  other  sports 

that  we  are  more  familiar  with: 


Curling  vs.  Bowling:  You're  throwing  a  ball,  or 
"stone,"  down  a  narrow  alley.  If  you  look  at  the  end 
position  of  a  curler  compared  to  the  end  position  of  a 
bowler,  you  see  the  similarities.  All  you  would  have 
to  do  would  be  to  stick  a  mop  in  the  bowler's  hand 
and  you  couldn't  tell  the  difference.  There  are  10 

frames  in  curling,  or 
"ends"  if  you  want  to  get 
technical,  as  well  as  in 
bowling.  Both  sports  can 
be  played  by  people  who 
are  tremendously  fat. 
Apart  from  the  yelling 
and  the  ice,  bowling  is 
the  exact  same  thing  as 
curling. 

Ice  Dancing  vs. 
Professional  Wrestling: 

They're  both  fixed, 
enough  said. 

Biathlon  vs.  Laser 
Quest:  Huh,  Huh,  shoot- 
ing stuff  is  cool. 

Luge  vs.  Waterslides:  Apart  from  the  water  up  the 
shorts,  very  few  differences. 

50  km  X- Country  vs.  Being  physically  beaten  with 
a  sack  of  doorknobs:  Same  pain. 

Two-Man  Luge  vs.  (censored  by  Mr.Shannon):  I 

don't  want  to  get  into  it. 

I  started  to  notice,  after  my  50th  time  of 
watching  those  idiot  cavemen  eat  large  amounts  of 
prehistoric  cheese,  that  they  replay  the  same  15  ads 
over  and  over  and  over  again.  These  are  the  few  that 


continued  on  p.4 
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What's  HOT 


& 


What's  NOT 


IN 

Ross  Rebigliati 

The  Robotics  Team 
Asim  Khan's  Speech 


Pizza 

Mr.  Ross 

Having  a  Social  Life 

Going  to  Spring  Ball 

Piglet 

Brawling  Mascots 

Drinking  from  the  Chem 

Lab  eyewash 

Jamie's  accordion  folder 


OUT 

Cheech  &  Chong  (Chan 

and  Cheung) 
Transformers 
Mr.  Mitchell's  "civil 

community"  speeches 
Normand's  cheese  on 

bread 
The  rest  of  the  staff 
BattleTech 

Being  set  up  by  Lotfi 
Winnie  the  Pooh 
TheWWF 
Generation  Zel  Cola 

fan's  accordion 
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stuck  out  in  my  mind: 

The  Coke  ad  with  the  polar  bears:  You 

know,  the  one  with  the  beach  ball  and  the 
bear  cub?  First  of  all,  I  want  to  know  how 
two  seemily  dumb  bears,  many  miles  above 
the  Arctic  Circle,  have  a  beach  ball.  Or 
Coke  for  that  matter  And  you  would  think 
that  the  Coke  was  so  scarce  that  they  at 
least  wouldn't  be  offering  it  to  every  seal 
that  retrieved  a  ball.  And  why  don't  the  two 
bears  eat  the  seal?  Fm  sure  that's  what  the 
little  bear  was  wondering  when  he  looked 
up  at  his  mother  at  the  end  of  the  ad. 

The  Coke  ad  with  the  sirens:  If  you 

remember  a  couple  of  months  ago,  there 
was  a  case  of  a  Japanese  cartoon  inducing 
seizures  because  of  the  high-pitched  noises 
and  lights.  The  ad  reminded  me  of  that  as  I 
fell  to  the  floor  and  went  into  convulsions, 
the  red  lights  from  the  TV.  still  flashing  and 
the  sirens  still  whining.  I'm  sure  it  was  the 
ad  that  caused  that.  That  or  Shannon  Miller 
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Insomnia  and  Teenagers 


By  Jessica  Aberman,  ECS 

One  of  every  three 
Americans  suffers  from  occasional 
or  frequent  insomnia.  Insomnia  is 
insufficient,  disturbed  or  non- 
restorative  sleep.  An  insomniac  is 
someone  who  does  not  get  enough 
sleep  to  meet  his/her  bodily  needs 
or  to  allow  him/her  to  feel 
refreshed  and  energetic  throughout 
the  day.  You  would  commonly  find 
an  insomniac  complaining  about 
having  difficulty  falling  or  staying 
asleep  after  waking  up  at  night  and 
feeling  excessively  tired  or  sleepy 
during  the  day. 

Only  5%  of  those  suffering 
rom  this  disorder  directly  seek 
help  from  professionals.  Untreated 
insomnia  can  result  in  a  wide 
range  of  consequences,  from  mild 
daytime  drowsiness  to  serious 
injuries  and  even  death,  for  exam- 
ple, accidents  that  occur  due  to 
falling  asleep  while  operating 
motorized  vehicles  or  dangerous 
machinery.  Many  insomniacs 
report  the  loss  of  ability  to  enjoy 
social  relationships  and  fear  falling 
asleep  while  visiting  friends. 
Insomnia  does  quaUfy  as  a  harmful 
condition,  causing  thousands  of 
deaths  every  year. 

The  three  basic  types  of 
insomnia  are  occasional  insomnia, 
short  term  insomnia  and  chronic 
insomnia.  It  is  normal  to  wake  up 
several  times  during  the  night,  this 
fcoes  not  mean  that  you  are  an 
msomniac.  "Short  sleepers",  "light 


sleepers"  and  "poor  sleepers"  are 
not  labeled  "insomniacs". 

If  you  are  someone  who 
has  trouble  falUng  asleep,  be  aware 
that  some  medication  has  side 
effects  which  can  interfere  with 
sleep.  These  include  deconges- 
tants, sinus  remedies,  diet  pills, 
some  asthma  medications,  as  well 
as  drugs  such  as  alcohol,  nicotine, 
caffeine  and  cocaine,  which  can 

"Insomnia  does 
qualify  as  a  harmful 
condition,  causing 
thousands  of  deaths 
every  year." 

disturb  sleeping  patterns  in  your 
brain  as  well. 

Withdrawal  from  medica- 
tion can  also  interfere  with  sleep, 
for  example,  arthritis,  acute  mus- 
cular injuries  and  gout.  Anxiety, 
worry,  stress  and  depression  are 
also  extremely  common  causes  of 
disturbed  sleep. 

Putting  pressure  on  your- 
self to  fall  asleep,  staying  awake  in 
bed  too  long  ,  using  caffeine  and 
other  stimulants  during  the  day  and 
oversleeping  ("catching  up")  on 
weekends,  render  a  case  of  insom- 
nia even  worse.  Naps  are  not  even 
a  good  idea  because  they  make 
you  more  tired  during  the  day  and 
less  able  to  sleep  at  night.  Looking 
at  a  clock  every  5-10  minutes  is 
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also  a  secondary  cause  of  insom- 
nia. This  is  a  behavior  that  should 
at  all  times  be  avoided. 

After  reading  this  mass  of 
information  on  the  symptoms  and 
causes  of  insomnia,  you  are  proba- 
bly questioning  your  personal 
sleep  requirement.  Well,  how  much 
is  enough?  Most  doctors  say  that 
the  average  teenager  needs  a  mini- 
mum of  8  hours  of  sleep  each 
night.  If  you  are  not  getting  this 
much  sleep,  it  does  not  mean  that 
you  are  suffering  from  insomnia,  it 
simply  means  that  your  body  is  not 
able  to  function  to  its  fullest  capac- 
ity. A  teenager  who  gets  less  than  8 
hours  of  sleep  on  a  particular 
night,  will  loose  one  IQ  point  for 
every  hour  of  sleep  that  is  missing 
from  the  required  8  hours  per 
night.  This  means  that  pulling  an 
"all  nighter"  won't  do  the  trick 
needed  to  ace  an  exam  the  follow- 
ing day.  You  would,  technically, 
only  be  going  into  the  exam  room 
dumber  than  the  day  before. 

The  loss  of  IQ  points  is 
cumulative  and  will  keep  adding 
up,  the  more  sleep  you  loose.  The 
only  way  to  regain  them,  is  to 
replace  those  lost  hours  of  sleep. 
So,  the  secret  to  doing  well  on 
tests  is  to  organize  your  time. 
Don't  cram!  Start  studying  a  few 
nights  in  advance,  to  ensure  sever- 
al well-rested  nights  of  sleep  prior 
to  the  day  of  the  test.  You  will  be 
more  alert  and  will  be  guaranteed 
to  do  better  than  usual. 
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SCIENCE  /  BASKETBALL 


Mr.  D's 


Science 


Update 


Here  are  some  interesting  facts  about  sci- 
ence, compiled  by  the  ever-so-knowledgable 
Mr.  D,  from  ECS: 


-  Ice  is  slippery!  We  have  all  experienced 
this  scary  fact  on  a  winter's  day.  The 
explanation  that  is  widely  accepted  is  that 
when  you  step  on  ice,  the  pressure  causes 
some  of  the  ice  to  melt  thus  creating  a 
lubricating  layer.  However,  recent  studies 
by  Gabor  Somorjai  and  Michel  Van  Hove  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley 
seem  to  indicate  that  until  ice  reaches  very 
cold  temperatures  (about  -30  degrees  C), 
the  outermost  layers  may  be  actually  hquid, 
hence  the  slippery  surface.  It  is  like  having 
water  on  a  smooth  marble  floor. 


-  Next  time  you  go  to  see  gorillas  at  the 
zoo,  the  experience  may  be  all  in  your 
mind.  The  Atlanta  Zoo  is  planning  a  new 
type  of  exhibit:  the  animals  will  exist  only 
on  the  screen  of  a  virtual  reality  helmet. 


-  Technology  today  is  moving  at  a  very  fast 
pace,  but  that  was  not  always  the  case.  The 
oldest  stone  tools,  which  have  been  found 
in  Gona,  Ethiopia,  may  be  proof  that  our 
ancestors  used  the  same  toolraaking  tech- 
niques for  nearly  a  million  years. 


Gryphons  Clash 

With  Trafalgar 

Tigers 


By  Sara  Carsley 

The  boys  are  back. 
And  they  brought  the  girls 
with  them. 

On  March  12th,  the 
Gryphons  Basketball  Team 
took  on  the  Trafalgar  Tigers 
in  the  annual  coed  matchup. 
As  soon  as  the  Traf  team 
arrived,  the  differences  in 
team  spirit  were  immediately 
apparent.  Trafalgar,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  actual  team, 
brought  a  slew  of  bouncy 
cheerleaders,  a  mascot  in  full 
game  regalia,  and  half  the 
Senior  School  as  spectators. 
We  brought  Mr.Poaletti  and 
Ross  Hassani.  You  guess 
who's  side  the  crowd  was  on. 

Catherine  Marsden, 
Traf 's  leading  scorer,  started 
Traf  off  on  the  right  foot, 
bringing  them  within  a  few 
points  of  Selwyn  in  the  first 
half.  To  the  crowd's  dismay, 
the  Tigers  fell  back  in  the 
second  half  and  Selwyn 
ended  up  winning  61  to  42. 

The  game  included 


many  memorable  moments. 
Danny  Naomi's  a  foul  shot, 
eyes  closed,  and  Basil 
Karim's  spin  move  with  no 
one  within  ten  feet  of  him 
were  a  few.  But  what  most 
people  were  waiting  for  was 
Guillaume's  slam  dunk. 
Unfortunately,  but  not  with- 
out a  few  near  attempts,  it 
never  came.  Air  Guillaume 
didn't  fly. 

The  Traf  cheerleaders 
brought  a  new  dimension  to 
the  game.  Their  cheering  and 
dancing  caught  the  attention 
of  all  the  fans.  When  asked 
for  their  impressions  of  the 
game,  the  Selwyn  boys 
responded,"  There  was  a 
game?" 

Unfortunately,  my 
press  pass  did  not  allow  me 
access  to  Traf 's  locker  room 
for  post  game  questions. 
Apparently,  Mr. Wearing  was 
the  one  who  controlled  the 
total  access  passes.  The 
Tigers  and  Gryphons  both 
played  well.  We  look  forward 
to  next  year's  game. 
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ARTS    &    CULTURE 


The  Art  of  Tattooing 


By  Jessica  Aberman,  ECS 

"Does  it  hurt"?  This  is  usu- 
ally the  first  question  people  ask. 
The  answer  is  yes!  There  is  no 
way  that  having  needles  pierce 
through  your  body  wouldn't.  But, 
it's  not  that  bad. 

Tattooing  requires  an  artist, 
a  design  and  a  tattoo  gun.  At  the 
end  of  the  gun,  there  is  a  cluster  of 
needles  containing  the  dye  needed 
to  create  the  tattoo  of  your  choice. 
^Hiese  needles  rapidly  pierce 
^p-ough  your  skin,  and  insert  the 
dye  into  your  pores.  It  feels  more 
like  a  constant  vibration  than  an 
actual  injection.  In  order  to  mini- 
mize the  pain,  your  body  naturally 
releases  pain  killers  called  endor- 
phins, which  reduce  the  pain  sig- 
nificantly. Tattoos  applied  above 
bones  tend  to  hurt 
more  than  others, 
and  the  needles 
used  for  outlining 
the  design  produce 
a  much  sharper 
pain  than  the  ones 
used  for  shading. 
Common  areas  for 
women  to  get  tattoos  are  on  the 
upper  chest,  stomach,  hips,  ankles 
and  shoulder  blades.  You  will  also 
find  tattoos  around  fingers  or  toes 
^^  rings  and  around  wrists  or 
ankles  as  bracelets. 

You  must  realize  that  infec 


"You  must  exam- 
ine the  tattoo  par- 
lor before  making 
your  final  deci- 
sion." 


tious  diseases  are  risks  involved  in 
getting  a  tattoo.  Although  they  are 
not  common,  since  the  tattoo  nee- 
dles only  come  in  contact  with 
your  skin,  they  are  still  a  great 
possibility  and  a  serious  factor  to 
be  considered.  Therefore,  it  is 
imperative  that  aU 
the  utensils  used  to 
apply  the  tattoo  are 
sterile.  For  this  rea- 
son, it  is  critical  that 
you  thoroughly 
examine  the  tattoo 
parlor  before  execut- 
ing your  final  decision. 

When  entering  a  tattoo  par- 
lor, the  first  thing  you  need  to  do  is 
make  sure  that  it  is  sanitary.  Make 
sure  the  artist  uses  disposable,  sin- 
gle-use needles  and  that  an  auto- 
clave is  used  for  all  other  equip- 
ment. If  you  can  not 
be  sure,  ASK!  Then 
look  around  and 
decide  for  yourself  if 
the  shop  provides 
you  with  enough 
comfort  and  privacy 
so  that  you  can 
remain  calm  and 
relaxed. 

Next,  check  the  lighting. 
The  area  must  be  well-lit  so  the 
artist  can  easily  see  what  he/she  is 
doing  .  Check  the  counters  and 
floors.  They  should  be  a  light 
colour,  so  that  any  possible  dirt 
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"Remember,  it's 
permanent,  and 
expensive,  too." 


shows  up  easily.  Make  sure  that 
the  artist  washes  his/her  hands  well 
before  putting  the  gloves  on.  The 
gloves  should  not  touch  anything 
before  they  touch  your  skin.  Check 
to  make  sure  that  the  spray  bottle 
used  on  your  skin  has  been  disin- 
fected after  the  last 
customer  or  that  it 
is  protected  with 
some  kind  of  film. 

When  you 
have  finally  found 
"the  right  shop," 
make  sure  that  the 
artist  knows  exacdy  what  you  want 
before  starting.  He/she  may  make 
suggestions,  but  the  final  choice  is 
yours.  Remember,  it's  permanent! 
It's  also  expensive. 

Tattoo  artists  charge  either 
by  the  piece  or  by  the  hour.  The 
smaller  pieces  are  usually  priced 
individually,  and  the  larger  ones 
are  usually  by  the  hour.  Prices 
range  anywhere  from  $50  to  a  few 
hundred  dollars  per  hour's  work, 
depending  upon  the  artist  and  the 
quality  of  his/her  work. 
Remember,  you  get  what  you  pay 
for! 

Before  making  your  final 
decision,  keep  in  mind  that  in  a 
survey  of  163  tattooed  men  and 
women,  1/3  of  them  regretted  their 
tattoos  later  in  life! 
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Hamlet  Was  Just  a  Bond  Movie 


By  Mark  Turetsky,  SHS 

Recently,  I've  had  a  problem. 
This  is  a  problem  that  I'm  sure 
many  grade  eleven  Selwyn  stu- 
dents, and  many  students  from  all 
over  the  world  have.  This  is  not  a 
reference  to  acne,  or  nerves  about 
grad.  This  problem  relates  directly 
to  something  everyone  goes 
through  every  English  class. 

I  often  find  myself  wonder- 
ing why  Hamlet  is  considered  to 
be  such  a  great  play.  I  have, 
howver,  come  to  the  conslusion 
that  we  are  taught  this  archaic  play 
for  one  reason:  Hamlet  is  the  first 
James  Bond  story.  Of  course  there 
are  those  of  you  who  right  are 
right  away  dissatisfied  with  this 
article.  How  can  you  compare  a 
work  of  genius  like  Bond  to  the 
work  of  some  talentless  throwback 


like  Shakespeare?  However,  I  see 
it  differently. 

Each  Bond  movie,  like 
each  Shakespeare  play,  is  written 
according  to  a  strict  structure.  The 
act  structure  of  Shakespeare  is 
present  throughout  all  of  his 
works.  As  well,  Ian  Fleming's 
Bond  stories  also  all  have  the  same 
plot  structure.  However,  even 
though  they  are  all  technically  the 
same,  they  each  have  something 
unique  to  add  to  the  series. 

So,  big  deal,  they  both  follow 
su-ict  structures.  That  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  they're  simi- 
lar in  anything  else.  Actually,  when 
one  delves  into  the  Bond  structure, 
it  fits  Hamlet  like  a  leotard.  Each 
Bond  film  (with  die  exception  or 
Dr.  No)  starts  with  one  of  the 
famed  James  Bond  opening 
scenes.  These  scenes  are  full  of 


sound  and  fury,  and  seem  to 
signify  nothing  at  first,  but  are 
usually  tied  back  to  the  main  plot- 
line  somewhere  along  the  way.  The 
same  goes  for  Hamlet.  A  big-ass 
ghost  appears  to  a  couple  of  guards 
who  subsequently  freak  out.  The 
play  then  cuts  to  a  king  giving  a 
speech.  These  things  have  nothing 
in  common,  at  least  at  first. 
Bernardo  and  Francisco  is  the 
equivalent  of  the  "Roger  Moore 
vs.  the  Ruskies"  ski  chase  at  the 
beginning  of  The  Spy  Who  Loved 
Me. 

Then  there  are  the  Bond 
Girls:  luscious,  energetic  women 
who  tempt  and  eventually  sleep 
with  Bond.  What  better  example 
than  Ophelia?  Ophelia  and  Hamlet 
have  an  affair  while  Ophelia's  job 


continued  on  p.9 


THE  JOINTS  SURVEY 

You've  read  about  Fomigate,  the  oral  office  escapade.  Bill's  (alleged)  tryst  with  a  former  White  House  intern, 
Monica  Lewinsky.  You've  probably  read  until  you  were  blue  in  the  face  about  the  public's  response  and  Hillary 
and  Chelsea's  feelings.  You  may  think  Kenneth  Starr  is  Judge  Danforth,  cleansing  society  for  the  sake  of  the  rest 
of  us  puritans.  Or  he  may  be  the  devil  incarnate.  You've  probably  seen  the  political  cartoons  depicting  Slick 
Willy  wearing  a  padlock  on  his  jockstrap  or  heard  Jay  Leno's  wisecracks  about  Hillary's  newest  book.  It  Takes 
a  Village  to  Keep  an  Eye  on  My  Husband.  You  may  be  disgusted  by  the  sheer  amount  of  news  coverage  given 
to  Monicagate,  or  you  may  be  glued  to  the  television  set.  Or  both.  But  you  probably  haven't  wondered  about 
this: 

Is  oral  sex  adultery? 

Please  respond  by  email  (theforum@selwyn.ca)  or  in  the  suggestion  box  located  near  E2. 
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is  to  spy  on  Hamlet.  Despite  this,  she  is 
torn  between  her  duty  to  serve 
Claudius  and  her  father,  Polonius,  and 
her  love  for  Hamlet.  In  the  spirit  of 
Tatiana  Romanova,  Pussy  Galore, 
Tiffany  Case,  Octopussy,  Anya 
Amasova  (or  "Agent  XXX"),  May  Day, 
and  Kara  Milovy  in  relation  to  Sean 
Connery,  Roger  Moore,  and  Timothy 
Dalton,  Ophelia  is  torn  between  two 
loyalties. 

What  Bond  movie  would  be  com- 
plete without  the  famed  henchmen? 
Each  one  of  these  outlandishly  villain- 
ous sidekicks  has  something  to  distin- 
guish himself.  From  the  hat-tossing 
Oddjob,  to  the  tiny  Nick  Nack,  to  the 
iron-toothed  Jaws,  to  the  nerve-less 
Itomper,  these  gents  give  the  audience 
a  feeling  of  unbelievable  terror.  Let's 
look  on  the  Hamlet  side  of  things. 

How  is  Claudius  pouring  poison 
into  Hamlet  Sr's  ear  any  different  from, 
say,  Necros  strangling  a  British  agent 
with  the  wires  of  his  walkman?  You 
could  even  compare  Mr.  Kidd  and  Mr. 
Wint  from  Diamonds  Are  Forever, 
whose  superpowers  seem  to  be  lack  of 
intelligence,  to,  say,  Rosencrantz  and 
Guildenstem. 

Sure,  Hamlet  doesn't  feature  an 
erotic  credit  sequence,  but  when  your 
cast  in  comprised  entirely  of  men,  you 
need  to  draw  the  line  somewhere. 
Hamlet  and  James  Bond  may  seem  dif- 
ferent on  the  surface,  but  when  one 
compares  their  formulas,  they  really  do 
have  quite  a  bit  in  common.  Could  it  be 
that  Ian  Fleming  wrote  all  of 
^piakespeare's  works? 


Piglet  Fights 
Back!!! 


By  Piglet,  SHS 

Sex.  Now  that  I  have  your 
atten...  oh,  shut  up. 

Hello  all  you  preppies  out 
there,  I'm  Piglet.  Or  as  they  like 
to  say  "Je  suis  Piglet."  I've 
come  to  tell  you  about  a  great 
injustice  being  done.  Winnie  the 
Pooh,  as  you  know  him,  (I  like 
to  call  him  Winnie;  it  sounds 
girlicr  than  Pooh)  is  dead  wrong 
about,  oh,  everything.  In  Piglet's 
opinion,  he's  just  a  horizontally- 
gifted,  mentally-decapitated, 
honey-abusing  bear.  Before  we 
get  on  to  Winnie's  latest  drunk- 
en ramblings,  who  the  heck  am 
I? 

You  may  know  Piglet  as 
Winnie  the  Pooh's  bestest  of 
friends.  Little  do  you  know  that 
Piggy  (that's  me)  has  been  plot- 
ting against  our  lovable  Pooh  all 
these  years.  I  mean,  let's  get 
real.  Who  in  their  right  mind  can 
stand  the  stupidity  of  a  stuffed 
bear  wearing  a  dinky  red  shirt 
and  who  says  "Oh  my"  in  a 
sleepy,  idiotic  voice  for  more 
than  two  minutes?  Not  me.  Or 
as  they  say  "Pas  moi." 
Remember  when  he  got  stuck  in 
the  hole?  That  really  got  me 
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going.  After  that,  I  was  half- 
expecting  his  red  shirt  to  come 
ripping  off  from  die  strain  in  a 
sort  of  Hogan-esque  way.  Come 
on,  Winnie,  lay  off  the  honey! 

Without  further  adue,  I 
present  to  you  the  new  Piglet: 
ticked-off,  sinister,  little,  pink, 
and  just  plain  mean. 

Many  nosy  students  have 
been  poking  about  and  asking 
who  I  am.  Yes,  I  know  what 
you're  thinking.  "Our  friend  Pig 
hasn't  even  written  anything 
before  this,  why  the  heck  are 
people  wondering  who  he  is?" 
For  those  of  you  wise-cracks  out 
there,  shut  up.  Now,  on  to  busi- 
ness. 

Many  have  speculated  I 
am  actually  the  bombastic  Ms. 
Biggs.  How  wrong  can  you  be. 
Has  Pooh,  er  Winnie,  been  sell- 
ing his  honey  again?  The  infa- 
mous Biggsian  bumper-sticker, 
"If  only  men  were  as  sweet  as 
chocolate"  does  reminds  me  of 
my  own  Pigmobile  sticker: 
"Winnie  the  Pooh  sucks."  Well, 
sort  of.  Even  so,  as  they  say  in 
our  lovable  Spanish  class:  "No 
way,  Jos6." 

The  Pig's  secret  identity 

continued  on  p.  10 
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cont'd  from  p. 9 


will  remain,  well,  secret. 

Next.  You  may  recall 
Winnie-boy's  article  in  the 
preceding  issue.  It  was  called 
"Fomigate."  It  rambled  on 
about  the  various  intricacies 
of  the  Clinton  Sex  Scandal 
and  how  Pooh  was  actually 
one  of  Clinton's  women.  (If 
you  didn't  catch  that  part, 
you  were  reading  too  fast. 
Stupid.) 

Anyhoo,  Winnie 
ridiculed  the  fact  that 
CUnton's  charges  of  perjury 
were  being  considered  much 
more  seriously  than  the  sexu- 
al allegations.  In  the  end 

though,  he  dissapproved  with    V 

both. 

Winnie  must  of  been  riding  off  a  fermented 
batch  of  honey  when  he  wrote  that  one.  Firstly, 
Clinton,  or  any  old  man,  should  be  able  to  have  sex 
whenever  and  with  whomever  he  wants.  Gennifer 
Flowers,  Paula  Jones,  Monica  Lewinsky?  Piggy  says: 


Go  for  the  goal,  Willy! 

As  for  the  incident  with  the 
hooker,  the  eggbeater  and  the 
goat..  Don't  make  me  bring  up 
Pooh's  encounter  with  Eeyore, 
his  missing  tail  and  Peter 
Robinson's  sled.  Ouch,  that  must 
of  hurt. 

In  a  sudden  stroke  of 
genius,  Pooh  also  told  us  about 
the  perjury  charges  and  a  fat 
midget  with  a  hat  (now  where 
did  THAT  come  from?).  All 
midget  insults  aside  (we  rule!), 
the  Prez  should  be  allowed  to  lie 
whenever  he  wants.  Heck,  where 
would  politicians  be  today  if 
they  had  to  tell  us  the  truth?  Start 
thinking  Winnie,  the  'ole  noggin 

y    must  be  getting  a  little  sticky. 

Let's  end  a  lighter  note. 

Anyone  else  remember  what  happened  to  our  friend 

Billy  (Gates  that  is)  a  few  weeks  back?  He  got  pie 

right  in  the  face.  Yep,  three  of  'em. 
You're  all  sick  perverts. 


How  to  submit  pieces  to  The  Forum 

If  you  have  access  to  e-mail,  please  e-mail  your  articles  to  the  newspaper  at 
this  address:  (do  not  use  attachments;  just  paste  the  article  into  the  text): 

theforum@selwyn.ca 

If  you  don't  have  access  to  e-mail,  you  can  still  submit  articles  by  disk.  Both  IBM 
and  Macintosh  are  accepted;  please  save  all  files  in  text  or  simpletext  form. 

The  deadline  for  the  next  issue  of  The  Forum  is  after  the  March  Break, 
so  enjoy  the  vacation  and  keep  those  creative  juices  flowing! 
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PHOTO    SECTION 


Various  Candid  Pictures 


The  Joint  has  chosen  the  best  candid  pictures  to  give  you  an  idea  of  what  life  is  like  in  a 
rich  Montreal  private  school.  Thanks  to  all  the  yearbook  staffs  (especially  Miss  Tratt). 
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The  Head  Prefect  Page 


SHS:  The  Jordan 
Goldwarg  Index 

You  may  know  him  as  the  communist  from 
Telluride,  or  perhaps  the  red-headed  wonder.  He  is 
often  confused  with  the  other,  more  popular,  nicer, 
(and  modest)  red-headed  prefect,  Jeremy  Baskin. 
In  any  case,  he  is  our  head  prefect,  so  it's  our  duty 
to  make  fun  of  him  until  he  cries  (or  embraces  free 
enterprise).  Here  is  The  Forum's  Jordan  Index. 


By  Bagel 

1-  No.  of  spandex  Jordan  has:  3 

2-  No.  of  times  Jordan  opens  his  mouth 

daily:  30 

3-  No.  of  times  Basil  heckles  him  daily:  30 

4-  No.  of  times  Basil  get  detention  daily: 

30 

5-  Mass  of  all  eraser  bits  thrown  at  Jordan 

this  year:  173  kg 

6-  No.  of  seconds  of  scool  Jordan  has 

missed  to  compete  in  ski  races: 
180,000 

7-  No.  of  ideas  Jordan  has  rejected  on  the 

premise  of  being  "absurd":  4812 

8-  No.  of  Selwyn  Rugby  shirts  Jordan  has: 

1 

9-  No.  of  minutes  Jordan  has  worn  the 

rugby  shirt  off  of  the  rugby  pitch: 
37,684 

10-  No.  of  times  Jordan  refers  to  others  as 

"immature"  (in  the  past  10  minutes): 
2 


The  Study:  Marie 
Khediguian's  Statistics 

Around  school,  we  recognize  her  as  the  energetic, 
outgoing  head  girl  of  The  Study.  But  how  well  do 
we  know  her  really?  Paper  klips  has  done  a  thor- 
ough investigation  and  has  come  up  with  a  few 
surprising  facts  about  Marie  Khediguian,  the 
Head  Girl  of  The  Study. 

By  Sharon  Ho 

1-  No.  of  people  including  Marie  who  know 

what  folk  rock  is:  1 

2-  No.  of  hours  Marie  spends  on  ICQ  per  night: 

13 

3-  Average  no.  of  people  who  Marie  talks  to 

when  she  logs  on  to  ICQ:  3 

4-  Average  no.  of  people  who  are  left  talking  to 

Marie  15  minutes  later:  0 

5-  Amount  of  time  Marie  spends  waiting  for 

someone  else  to  log  onto  ICQ:  you  do  the 
math... 

6-  No.  of  times  Marie  has  gone  clubbing:  16 

7-  No.  of  times  Marie  has  been  carded:  16 

8-  No.  of  rap  groups  and  songs  Marie  has  pro 

nounced  correctly:  0  (Iggy  Piggy  Wiggy; 
Wu  Tong) 

9-  No.  of  times  Marie  has  seen  Titanic:  7 

10-  No.  of  times  Marie  has  been  asked  for  ID  at 

Titanic:  8  (she  didn't  get  in  once) 

11-  No.  of  shots  taken  on  Marie  in  floor  hockey: 

53 

12-  No.  of  shots  Marie  has  saved  in  floor 

hockey:  1 
12-  Ratio  showing  no.  of  jokes  Marie  has  told  to 
no.  of  times  people  have  laughed  during 
the  past  week:  97:2  (including  pity  and 
laughing  at  her) 
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The  Head  Prefect  Page 


ECS:  Anne  Bailey 

Compiled  by  Andrea  Batsis,  the  editor 
of  ECS 's  The  Last  Word,  this  top  ten 
list  is  about  Miss  Edgar 's  and  Miss 
Cramp 's  Head  Girl,  Anne  Bailey. 

Top  Ten  Funny  Things 
About  Anne  Bailey 


10.  Question  Girl  (with  common 

sense) 
9.  HG  -  mercury 
8.  Rebel,  rebel 
7.  "Everyone's  talking  about  me  !" 

(Again) 
6.  Do  that  eye  thing! 
5.  Hayley  Bailey 
4.  Sarcasm,  much? 
3.  "Anne  Bailey  to  the  office, 

please" 
2.  Who  takes  the  blame?  ANNE! 
1.  It  doesn't  matter,  Anne  -■  you're 

HG! 


Top:  Jordan  Goldwarg,  circa  1994  -  SHS 

Middle:  Anne  Bailey,  ECS 

Bottom:  Marie  Khediguian,  The  Study 
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Most  Embarrassing  Moments.. 


By  Alexandra  Giorgi,  ECS 

Ms.  Borer,  ECS  Headmistress: 

It  happened  the  first  year  I 
was  teaching  a  kindergarten  class. 
So  there  I 
was,  sitting  at 
my  desk 
when  another 
teacher  came 
in  and  said: 
"Hello,  how 
are  you?" 

There 
were  two 
doors  in  the 
classroom. 
One  of  them 
led  outside 
the  class,  and 
the  other  was 
the  door  to  a 
teeny  storage 
cabinet. 
When  the 
man  turned 
to  exit  the 
class,  he 
opened  the 
cabinet  door! 
I  have  no 
clue  how  he 
went  inside 
the  storage 
cabinet  (since 
it  was  so 
small).  He 
stayed  in 


there  for  20  seconds  and  then  he 
came  out  and  said:  "Excuse  me." 
Then,  he  went  out  the  right  door! 
Meanwhile,  the  young  children 
and  I  were  holding  our  breath,  so 
as  not  to  laugh!  I'll  never  forget 


A  Letter  to  Winnie  the  Pooh: 

"From  Traf  with  Love... 


So?  Who  is  this  infamous 
Winnie,  who  thinks  that  he  is  just 
the  coolest  person  on  the  Selwyn 
Newspaper?  I  know,  but  I'm  not 
going  to  tell  you.  I  might  just 
give  you  a  few  hints  here  and 
there.  But  you  'II  have  to  look 
carefidly.  He  has  lived  close  to 
me,  right  on  the  border  of  the 
100  Acre  Wood  for  quite  some 
time  now;  just  over  four  years. 
Ever  since  I  moved  here.  Except 
that  I  didn't  meet  him  until  just 
last  year.  I  have  always  had  a 
somewhat  pessimistic  outlook  on 
life,  and  Winnie  helped  me  get 
through  that.  He  showed  me  the 
wild  side  of  living  during  the 
summer. 

We  had  our  share  of  fun 
times  didn  't  we  Winnie,  in  the 
100  Acre  Wood  and  occassional 
the  neighbouring  Wood,  Murray 
Hill?  That  morning  we  went  to 


watch  the  sun  rise  with  Jigger? 
Well  enough  reminiscing.  Winnie 
has  always  loved  L.L.  Bean  stuff, 
clothes,  backpacks;  the  works! 
He  can  never  get  enough.  And  he 
owns  the  entire  Muppet  movie 
series,  including  his  favourite 
"Muppet  Treasure  Island"  (his 
favourite  character  is  the  chef). 
How  many  times  have  we 
watched  that  together? 

I  must  get  going  now;  I 
have  to  go  and  meet  Piglet,  but 
one  last  thing.  This  Winnie  the 
Pooh  doesn  't  especially  like 
Honey!  Oh,  well.  Better  luck  next 
time.  And  Winnie,  if  you  ever  fig- 
ure out  who  I  am,  I'd  appreciate 
remainning  anonymous,  just  like 
you  would,  so  keep  the  mutual 
favour,  and  you  can  give  me  a 
call  sometime. 


that  day!!! 

Mr.  Walsh,  ECS  History  Teacher: 

Many  years  ago,  I  was  a  Boy 
Scout  leader.  I  took  the  boys  out 
with  their  par- 
ents on  a  boat.  I 
was  demonstrat- 
ing proper  boat 
safety  when  I 
fell  out  of  the 
boat!  There  I 
was  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  lake, 
waiting  for  the 
parents  to  rescue 
me.  I  was 
embarrassed 
beyond  words. 


99 


Eeyore 


Mrs.  Gitto,  ECS 
Vice-Principal: 

I  was  a  substi- 
tute teacher  at  a 
co-ed  school. 
While  I  was  in 
class,  I  noticed  a 
person  the  the 
back  messing 
around,  so  I  said, 
"What  are  you 
doing,  young 
lady?"  the  per- 
son turned 
around,  and  I 
realised  it  was  a 
boy,  not  a  girl! 
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Smile 


She  smiled  at  a  sorrowful  stranger. 

The  smile  seemed  to  make  him  feel  better. 

He  remembered  past  kindnesses  of  a  friend 

and  wrote  him  a  thank-you  letter. 

The  friend  was  so  pleased  with  the  thank  you 

that  he  left  a  large  tip  after  lunch. 

The  waitress,  surprised  by  the  size  of  the  tip, 

bet  the  whole  thing  on  a  hunch. 

The  next  day  she  picked  up  her  winnings, 

and  gave  part  to  a  man  on  the  street. 

The  man  on  the  su-eet  was  grateful; 

for  two  days  he'd  had  nothing  to  eat. 

After  he  finished  his  dinner, 

he  left  for  his  small  dingy  room. 

«[e  didn't  know  at  that  moment 
at  he  might  be  facing  his  doom.) 
On  the  way  he  picked  up  a  shivering  puppy 
and  took  him  home  to  get  warm. 
The  puppy  was  very  grateful 
to  be  in  out  of  the  storm. 
That  night  the  house  caught  on  fire. 
The  puppy  barked  the  alarm. 
He  barked  'til  he  woke  the  whole  household 
and  saved  everybody  from  harm. 
One  of  the  boys  that  he  rescued 
grew  up  to  be  President. 
All  this  because  of  a  simple  smile 
that  hadn't  cost  a  cent. 


By  Barbara  Hauck,  age  13 

Taken  from  Chicken  Soup  for  the  Teenage 
Soul 

^^bmitted  by  Andrea  Heckler,  The  Study 
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WORD  JUMBLE 


By  Justin  Greenberg,  SHS 


NEWTIRT 


(      ) 


DEARYLA 


(       ) 


(      ) 


OOUUTHES 


KATINE 


(      )(      ). 


(      ) 


(      ) 


BALLGO 


ZGOBEA  (      ) 

FUWRCE    

GLAAVES    


()()() 


(       ) 


(      ) 


(      ) 


(      ) 


(      ) 


Take  all  the  letters  in  parentheses  and 
rearrange  them  a  phrase  with  this  clue: 

Ike,  Hitler,  and  Oprah  fought  it. 


Here  are  the  answers  to  last  issue's  Word  Jumble: 

(The  editing  staff  would  like  to  remind  all  of  you  regular 

gramarians  that  last  issue  contained  no  typographical  errors 

in  the  Word  Jumble.) 

mutual,  distress,  chant,  azure,  orate,  elfin 

Apparently,  the  much  too  easy  clue  didn't  even  need  the 

parenthetical  letters  as  helping  aids.  For  those  of  you 

morons  who  didn't  get  it,  video  killed  the  radio  star. 
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EDITORIAL 


Responsibility  of  the  Media 


By  Jeremy  Baskin,  SHS 

Today,  more  than  ever  before, 
the  media  plays  an  increasingly 
large  role  in  our  everyday  lives.  As 
we,  in  the  developed  world,  are 
bombarded  by  newspapers,  maga- 
zines, television,  radio,  and  the 
internet,  the  fine  line  between  facts 
and  unsubstantiated  allegations  is 
slowly  disappearing.  The  media 
must  be  made  responsible  for  the 
information  it  feeds  the  public.  It 
seems  that  today,  the  media's 
policing  itself  would  be  an  impos- 
sible task,  because  of  its  ubiquity. 
What  is  reliable  news?  There  is  a 
larger  gray  area  between  the  relia- 
bility of  the  Globe  and  Mail  and 
the  ludicrousness  of  the  National 
Enquirer.  The  constant  expansion 
and  power  of  the  media  should 
bring  about  a  new  debate,  just  as 
the  profession  of  medical  ethics 
arose  out  of  the  study  of  genes.  In 
essence,  the  media  should  be  made 
more  responsible  for  its  actions 
because  of  its  tremendous  influ- 
ence. 

The  recent  death  of  Princess 
Diana  has  opened  up  the  debate  of 
whether  the  media  should  cater  to 
the  gossip-hungry  public  or  take 
the  high  road  and  serve  the  public 
the  news  it  should  see,  not  neces- 
sarily the  news  it  thinks  it  wants. 
At  stake  is  one  of  the  pillars  of 
modem  democracy:  freedom  of  the 
press.  An  international  organiza- 


tion -  perhaps  related  to  the  United 
Nations  -  should  be  set  up,  rating 
different  news  organizations,  just 
as  financial  organizations  are  rated 
by  Moody's  and  Standard's  & 
Poor's  agencies.  Syndicates  like 
Reuters,  Associated  Press,  and 
Canadian  Press  would  probably 
receive  high  ratings,  for  example. 
This  regulation  body  could  set  up 
chapters  by  country  for  local  pubU- 
cations  to  be  rated,  from  the  New 
York  Times  to  the  Daily  News. 

The  need  for  an  impartial  rat- 
ings body  is  more  urgent  today 
than  ever  before,  due  to  the  pres- 
ence of  media  magnates  like 
Rupert  Murdoch,  Ted  Turner, 
Conrad  Black,  and  the  late  Pierre 
Peladeau.  For  example,  Conrad 
Black's  extremely  conservative 
wife,  Barbara  Amiel,  has  a  carte 
blanche  to  write  whatever  she 
pleases  in  a  weekly  column  which 
is  syndicated  into  virtually  every 
major  Canadian  daily  newspaper. 
The  seeming  omnipresence  of 
Amiel's  opinions  -  and  countless 
letters  to  the  editor  refuting  these 
opinions  -  in  her  husband's  news- 
papers represents  a  major  conflict 
of  interest.  Editors  who  do  not 
want  to  print  Amiel's  column  may 
need  to  explain  themselves  to  Big 
Brother,  Conrad  Black,  her  loving 
husband.  If  the  CRTC  and  the 
CBSC  exist  and  are  allowed  to 
censor  Howard  Stern,  a  lewd 
American  comedian,  then  why 
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shouldn't  printed  publications  be 
similarly  regulated,  like  the  radio 
and  television  waves  are  con- 
trolled? 

Most  credible  newspapers 
require  that  all  letters  to  the  editor 
be  signed.  Usually  -  with  the 
exception  of  the  Unabomber  mani- 
festo -  anonymous  submissions  are 
discarded.  Other  smaller,  often  rad- 
ical newspapers  allow  for  anony- 
mous commentary.  The  Montreal 
Mirror,  a  local  tabloid  that  imitates 
the  Village  Voice,  has  a  "rant  line," 
in  which  anyone  can  telephone  the 
newspaper  and  leave  a  brief  mes- 
sage containing  their  personal 
opinions,  be  they  slanderous  or 
indecent.  Every  issue,  the  Mirror 
prints  some  of  these  anonymous 
rants,  some  of  which  contain  curse 
words  and  other  foul  language.  In 
fact,  many  of  the  Mirror's  articles 
contain  improper  language  and  are 
libelous.  If  they  were  to  be  read  on 
the  radio,  the  CRTC  would  act 
swiftly  and  decisively.  Being  a 
publication,  however,  the  Mirror 
sits  in  containers  at  many  bus  stops 
and  most  drugstores  and  conve- 
nience stores,  next  to  the  Montreal 
Gazette  and  the  West  Island 
Chronicle,  where  the  undiscrimi- 
nating  child  or  teenager  can  read 
it.  If  the  radio  and  television  waves 
are  so  heavily  regulated,  why 
aren't  newspapers? 

As  editor  of  The  Forum,  I  am 
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endowed  with  responsibility  con- 
cerning the  integrity  and  tlie  appro- 
priateness of  the  newspaper's  many 
submissions.  It  is  difficult  to  distin- 
guish what  my  classmates  would 
find  funny  from  what  my  teachers 
and  the  school's  administration 
would  view  as  apocryphal  dross. 
Enticing  people  to  read  the  student 
newspaper  is  a  job  in  itself,  as  is 
recruiting  people  to  write  intelligent 
articles,  not  off-colour  jokes,  char- 
acter assassinations,  and  other  trash. 
When  a  borderline  submission 
appears,  I  think  about  the  conse- 
quences of  publishing  it  and  also 
not  printing  it.  Ultimately,  it  is  my 
jgsponsibility  to  protect  the  readers 
^P  the  newspaper,  however  few  they 
may  number,  from  the  people  who 
abuse  the  precious  freedom  of  the 
press. 

The  freedom  of  the  press  is 
not  unconditional,  as  many  journal- 
ists believe.  It  has  come  and  gone  in 
many  countries  this  century.  Some 
selected  historical  examples  show 
that  when  the  freedom  of  the  press 
is  abused,  it  disappears.  Germany  of 
the  1920's  and  1930's  allowed  for 
the  image  of  "Hitler  over 
Germany."  Using  new  technology 
such  as  airplanes  and  the  radio, 
Adolf  HiUer  had  the  country's  atten- 
tion due  to  his  unlimited  access  to 
the  radio.  This  occurrence  greatly 
contributed  to  his  eventual  rise  to 
dictatorship,  where  he  immediately 
controlled  all  of  the  veins  of  com- 
inication  and  essentially  shut  off 


Germans  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Hitler  used  the  freedom  of  the  press 
to  propel  himself  to  power,  where 
he  could  successively  control  the 
press,  spreading  his  propaganda. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  free- 
dom of  the  press,  entrenched  in  the 
American  and  Canadian  constitu- 
tions, forms  the  basis  of  Western 
democracy.  One  must  be  very  care- 
ful when  trying  to  counter  some  of 
the  values  that  has  made  this  conti- 
nent the  land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave.  Demanding  that 
printed  publications  be  officially 
rated  and  regulated  does  not  try  to 
undermine  the  US  Bill  of  Rights  or 
the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms.  Simply,  a  double-stan- 
dard must  be  corrected.  As  the 
hackneyed  expression  goes,  you  can 
have  too  much  of  a  good  thing.  The 
rise  of  the  internet  in  the  past  five 
years  has  given  hate  groups  a  new 
forum  to  spread  their  propaganda. 
Maybe  the  impetus  of  the  church 
burnings  in  the  Southern  United 
States  in  1996  was  nothing  other 
than  pamphlets,  internet  sites,  and 
other  mediums  which  these  racist 
groups  use  to  promote  their  beliefs. 
In  essence,  the  freedom  of  the  press 
allows  for  virtually  anyone  to 
advance  his  or  her  views.  If  Jeffrey 
Dahmer  were  still  alive  today,  he 
could  have  his  own  website.  In 
order  to  protect  this  cherished  free- 
dom, we  have  a  responsibility  to 
regulate  the  press. 
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How  the 

Media  Ruins 

a  Story 


By  Marie  Khedlguian, 
The  Study 

So,  let's  see. ..it's  February 
1998,  and  who  are  the  names 
that  seem  to  dominate  our 
conversations  over  a  nice  din- 
ner of  roast  chicken  and  rice? 
O.K.,  so  we  have  the  usual 
array  of  movie  stars  that  cap- 
ture our  interests  such  as 
Leonardo  DiCaprio  or  Sharon 
Stone;  wait.. what  was  that  last 
name  you  mentioned. .Monica 
Lewinsky...?  For  those  of  you 
who  have  been  hibernating 
under  fifty  feet  of  snow  in  the 
antarctic... Monica  Lewinsky 
is  the  infamous  intern  that 
has.. ..um... .entangled  the  pres- 
ident in  a  scandalous  affair  (in 
both  senses  of  the  word). 

O.K.,  so  now  that  we 
have  admitted  that  Monica  is  a 
household  name  we  can 
ask  the  thirty-thousand  dollar 
question  that's  been  making 
me  tick  the  last  few  weeks... 
How  in  the  world  did  some 
nincompoop  intern  become  so 
renown?  Well,  let's  see:  could 
it  be  the  media  that  has  blown 
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this  affair  up  to  the  monstrous  size  it  is  now?  The  truth  is 
without  the  relentless  media,  Mr.  Clinton  would  have  been  in 
trouble,  but  not  to  this  degree  with  American  public. 

Personally,  after  three  weeks  of  this  media  frenzy  I  am 
tired  of  this  affair. ..the  media  has  ironed  over  the  same  few 
facts  again  and  again  and  they  never  give  it  a  rest.  It  seems 
to  me  that  when  the  media  finds  a  'hot  topic'  they'll  milk  it 
of  all  the  juice  it's  got;  until  people  of  all  ages  are  going 
"STOP!  Stop  the  madness... if  I  here  one  more  word  about 
(fill  in  name),  I'm  going  to  jump  out  of  a  window!" 

My  family  is  a  proud  owner  of  a  subscription  to  Time 
magazine  and  every  week  when  I  see  it  in  the  mail  I  take  it 
to  my  room  and  I  read  it  from  cover  to  cover.  Needless  to 
say  I  love  the  magazine.  But  the  last  three  weeks  the  cover 
has  been  pasted  with  different  shots  of  Bill  Clinton  and/or 
Monica  Lewinsky.  There  was  even  a  special  edition  that  con- 
centrated on  the  whole  thing.  The  articles  read:  "What  is 
Chelsea's  reaction",  "What  does  Hilary  have  to  say  about 
this?",  (Hilary's  motto:  Stand  by  your  man). ..and  I'm  just  sit- 
ting there  thinking.... why  do  I  care  anymore??!!!!!!  I've  read 
three  hundred  or  some  odd  articles  on  each  of  their  point  of 
view  and  I'm  sick  of  it.. ..I  didn't  even  pick  up  the  Time  mag- 
azine that  arrived  today...  Bill  CUnton's  face  stopped  me  in 
ray  tracks. 

Another  example  is  Princess  Diana's  death.  Terrible 
Tragedy,  I  realise,  but  what's  worse:  the  actual  death  or  the 
way  it  has  been  beat  over  the  public's  head  in  thousands  of 
different  ways.  I  realise  that  she  was  such  a  wonderful  and 
prominent  figure  in  the  world  and  that  the  first  few  months 
of  shock  and  reports  are  understandable.  Even  the  song  was 
very  sweet  and  very  nice.  But  oh  no,  the  media  cannot  help 
themselves  they  took  this  death  and  sold  it  in  as  many  ways 
possible. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  reading  a  magazine  at  the  den- 
tist's office  and  I  came  upon  an  extract  of  a  new  book  that 
was  coming  out  soon.  It  consisted  of  350  pages  detailing  the 
last  few  hours  of  Diana's  life.  350  pages  on  a  couple  of 
hours! ! ! !  I  This  tells  me  a  few  things:  the  author  wanted  to 
hop  on  the  bandwagon  and  cash  on  this  death  frenzy  (duh 
continued  on  p.21 
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Seth  Ross' 
Deep  Thoughts 

Sometimes,  I'm  sitting  on  the  bus  on  my  way 
home  from  school  when  a  strange  person,  in 
the  middle  of  a  heated  debate  with  his  imagi- 
nary friend.  Captain  Rufus,  sits  down  right 
next  to  me,  talking  loudly  and  gesticulating 
wildly.  If  someone  handed  him  a  cellular 
phone,  everyone  would  think  he  was  normal. 


50  Rufees,  the  currency  of  Rufusland. 


While  sitting  at  the  CEGEP  information 
evening,  I  wondered,  "Why  don't  any  of 
these  programs  appeal  to  me?"  Then  I  real- 
ized it:  world  domination  is  not  an  accepted 
field  of  study. 

Sometimes,  when  I'm  reading  my  copy  of 
the  Selwyn  House  Forum,  I  think,  "Since 
we're  having  a  joint  issue  with  girls,  should- 
n't I  have  a  Deep  Thought  or  two  about  the 
wonders  of  FEMALES?"  I  could  have  writ- 
ten one  but  I  don't  think  it  would  have  been 
printed. 

Sometimes  when  I  walk  into  M.  Claude's 
Histoire  class,  I  notice  a  profusion  of  intricate 
drawings  on  the  blackboard.  I  also  notice  that 
they  are  always  of  guns.  From  now  on,  I'm 
going  to  be  very  careful  of  what  I  say  in 
Histoire  class. 
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MEDIA  RUINED  ICE  STORM,  DIANA 

Sick  of  the  Media 


thai  was  rather 
obvious),  that's  not 
all  though.  It  also 
shows  us  that  the 
media  will  eat  up 
any  new  spin  to  the 
old  story.  Even  if  it 
is  a  story  detailing 
what  they  ate  for 
breakfast  the  morn- 
ing of  the  accident. 
I  mean,  what  else 
could  the  author 
have  done?  There 
are  so  many  biogra- 
phies of  the 
fincess  already,  he 
lidn't  want  to  bore 
anybody,  now  did 
he? 

So  far  these 
examples  have 
come  from  outside 
our  humble  home 
here  in  Canada.  You 
might  be  thinking  thank  God  I 
don't  Uve  in  the  media  controlled 
U.S.  or  the  paparazzi  crazed 
Europe.  But  don't  let  your  guard 
downs  yet  buster,  and  don't  look 
too  far  if  your  looking  for  some 
over  run  stories.  This  kind  of  over- 
exposing (as  I  like  to  call  it)  hap- 
pens right  here  in  Quebec. 

January  6th,  as  all  of  us  can 
relate,  was  the  beginning  of  the 
worst  period  of  our  lives.  The  Ice 

€orm  began  and  many  of  us  were 
ick  in  other  people's  houses.  You 
found  yourself  debating  seriously 


Trafalgar's  Top  10 
Selwyn  House  Expressions 

10.  Don't  touch  the  hair 

9.  Cool  Tools  (jc) 

8.  The  Rock 

7.  Maria  Looooopez 

6.  Reduce,  Reuse  and  Recycle 

5.  Rats 

4.  Chill 

3.Yo 

2.  Styles 

I.Man 

By:  "The  Boulder" 


between  living  in  an  icy,  cold  and 
threatening  house  or  living  with 
the  people  that  you  found  yourself 
stuck  with.  Finally  after  hours  of 
indecision  you  decide  on  the  warm 
house  and  you  turn  on  the  televi- 
sion to  drown  out  the  annoying 
hum  of  your  second  cousin  Smelly 
Joe  and  your  grandmother  fighting 
over  how  much  pastrami  would  fit 
in  a  16  wheeler.  Ahhhhh... you're 
relaxing  your  forgetting  the  ice 
outside  the  cold  in  your  house  and 
the  people  they  claim  your  related 
to.  Then  suddenly  your  show  is 
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interrupted  "This  is 
another  newsbrcak  on  the 
ice  storm,  ten  minutes  we 
told  you  that  a  huge  tree 
had  fallen  outside  our 
station,  well  it's  still 
there. ...more  of  this  story 
in  ten  minutes,"  and  so 
on. 

I  realise  that  the  ice 
storm  was  an  awful  event 
but  it  seemed  everywhere 
you  turned  there  was  a 
reminder  of  the  Ice 
Storm  of  '98'  or  the 
"Worst  Natural  Disaster 
of  the  Century."  Even 
after  it  was  over  the 
media  lingered  on  the 
topic,  by  now  I  think  I 
know  what  happened  to 
every  single  family  in 
the  Montreal 

Metropolitan  area they 

were  all  covered  in  spe- 
cial report  on  Pulse  news. 

So  I  say  the  next  time  you 
see  an  interesting  article  in  a  mag- 
azine do  not  encourage  the  media 
by  buying  the  magazine.  Just  read 
the  article  at  the  shop  then  put  it 
back  on  the  stand.  Spread  the  news 
and  tell  everyone  to  do  this  and  the 
media  will  have  to  stop  boring  us 
with  the  same  articles. 

Stand  up  for  your  rights 
people,  demand  variety  in  the 
media,  because  I  certainly  don't 
want  to  hear  from  another  Monica 
Lewinsky... 
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POPULAR    MUSIC!!  ! 


Pearl  Jam  headline 


By  Alex  San  Gregorio,  SHS 


With  the 
release  of  their 
fifth  album,  Yield, 
Pearl  Jam  has 
once  again  taken 
the  spotlight  of  the 
alternative  music 
scene. 

Expectations  are 
obviously  high 
due  to  their  huge 
following  andoethe 
dismal  failure  of 
their  last  album, 
No  Code,  which 
didn't  sit  well  with 
many  music  crit- 
ics. Yield  starts  off 
with  a  fast  paced 
track  called  Brain 
of  J  which  remind- 
ed me  of  their  first 
rebellious  album. 
Ten,  where  most 
songs  broke  the 
previous  conforms 
of  alternative  rock. 

Unlike  the  consistency  of  their  albums.  Pearl 
Jam  is  always  sure  to  deliver  great  soft  ballads 
suchoeas  Wishlist,  Low  Light,  and  All  Those 
Yesterdays  found  on  Yield.  Given  to  Fly,  clearly 
stands  out  as  the  best  song  of  the  album.  When  I  first 
heard  this  song,  however;  it  felt  as  familiar  to  me  as 
the  cleavage  shown  by  all  five  Spice  Girls  in  their 
music  videos;  which  may  say  something  about  the 
originality  of  the  album.  Rolling  Stone  magazine  fell 
all  over  this  latest  Pearl  Jam  effort,  giving  it  a  full  4 
stars.  That  rated  it  along  side  Radiohead's  epic  in 


Trafalgar's  Top  10 

Random  Spring  Ball  Couples 

(from  '96,  '97,  '98) 

10.  Sean  McKinnon  &  Lisa  McConnell 

9.  Matthew  Gore  and  Anya  Taraboulsy 

8.  Ken  Say  and  Julia 

7.  Basil  &  Jackie  Yermus 

6.  Laura  Blair  &  Gab 

5.  Emily  Zelman  &  Charles  Colby 

4.  James  Brooks  &  Tegan  Webster 

3.  Annique  Jones-Doyle  &  Hans  Arthur 

2.  Lindsay  Hollinger  &  Jamie  Deitcher 

1.  Tegan  Webster  &  Zubin 

By:  Lindsay  &  Ali 


music  recording  OK 
Computer,  and 
Oasis'  newest  record 
breaker  Be  Here 
Now  —  a  hardly 
deserving  compari- 
son. 

Since  the  release 
of  Ten,  it  seems  as  if 
Rolling  Stone  editors 
would  like  to  per- 
form sexual  favours 
to  all  members  of  the 
band  in  dark  alleys 
(as  long  as  it  fits  into 
Mr.  Vedder's  sched- 
ule, of  course).  I 
receive  this  feeUng 
after  reading  their 
highly  praising 
reviews  of  them  over 
the  past  few  years.  I 
am,  however,  hardly 
as  easy  to  win  over 
(or  homy  for  that 
matter)  as  the  editors 
of  that  mmdless 
American  pop  cul- 
ture magazine.  To 
their  credit,  Pearl  Jam  did  reshape  alternative  music 
forever  in  the  early  nineties  with  Ten  and  later  with 
Vs.,  but  Yield  and  its  predecessor  No  Code  lack  both 
the  originality  and  breakthrough  qualities  of  those 
earlier  albums. 

Track  Listing:  Brain  of  J  /  Faithful  /  No  Way  /  Given 
to  Fly  /  Wishlist  / Pilate  /Do  the  Evolution  /MFC/ 
Low  Light /In  Hiding  /  Push  Me,  Pull  Me  /All  Those 
Yesterdays 
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The  Selwyn  Index 

No.  of  times  Sean  McKinnon  drops  the  bomb  per  day:  12 

No.  of  monthly  welfare  checks  Won  Jun  will  need  to  subsidize  his  gambUng  habit:  7 

No.  of  road  maps  needed  to  navigate  inside  Natasha  Avrith's  house:  4 

No.  of  people  conscious  at  Natasha's  after  party:  1  (handing  out  road  maps) 

No.  of  after  parties  following  The  Study's  cotillion:  0 

No.  of  Gr.  11  after  parties  following  ECS's  Mardi  Gras:  0 

No.  of  spectators  at  the  Traf  House  plays:  257 

No.  of  Traf  student  spectators  at  the  Traf  house  plays:  250 

No.  of  Selwyn  students  who  had  doctors'  appointments  during  the  Traf  plays:  7 

No.  of  actors  in  the  Selwyn  play:  23 

No.  of  actors  present  at  the  last  rehearsal:  6 

No.  of  goals  scored  by  the  SHS  hockey  team  in  the  last  tournament:  4 

No.  of  goals  scored  throughout  the  whole  season:  5 

Odds  in  a  fight  between  Cliff  and  Martin  Pitt-Bradley:  3-2 

Odds  in  a  fight  between  Chff  and  Mr.  Lumsden:  10-1  (in  favour  of  Mr.  Lumsden) 

Odds  that  Chff  won't  pass  math  this  term:  10-1 


Mr.  Litvack  &  the  boys. 
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